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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper, which is based on secondary research involving analyzing a range of
journal articles, periodicals, books, reports, government publications, newspaper articles and
documentaries, is to critically examine the construction of ‘ideal victim’ presented in the
sociocultural rhetoric, academic discourses and criminal justice systems. The paper looks at
the role of social stereotypes in establishing female as ‘ideal victim’ and the direction towards
their placement at the heart of the justice systems. This includes the interdisciplinary
conceptualization on ‘ideal victim’ of sexualized violence and how these conceptualizations
are misfits to demystify the actual victims, makes female more potential victims, fails to
resist and challenge the perpetrators and finally lead to a default criminal justice systems.
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