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ABSTRACT 
      

Vowel deletion is widely reported in monosyllabic verb+noun construction in Yo     

language, particularly in cases where vowels are juxtaposed in a CV# VCV structure. The 

only exception to the deletion process is found in the greeting verb /  / that permits 

assimilation rather than deletion. This paper examines the exceptional behaviour        

                                                                            North –East dialect 

group. Findings in the paper suggest that the verb/  / is a shortened form of a longer form, 

the reduced form appears to undergo a process of assimilation as against the deletion process 

permitted by the longer form. 
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INTRODUCTION 
        

       language scholars have revealed that vowel deletion is one of the robust phonological 

processes in monosyllabic verb+noun construction of CV#VCV structure               

language. Ample data and in-depth analyses have been presented on the subject by scholars 

that include Bamgbose(1965,1989), Oyelaran(1972), Awoyale(1985), Badejo(1986), 

Pulleyblank (1988), Ola (1991),Pulleyblank and Orie (2002),Yusuff (2005),Abiodun(2005) 

among many others. The unresolved issue as far as the operation of the process is concerned 

is the inability to explain or posit rule (or rules) that guide the operation of the process. It has 

remained difficult to explain what determines which vowel to delete in a …V1#V2… structure. 

There are examples that permit the deletion of V1 as in 

 

(1)                                  /           ’ 

 ro                                  ’ 

                                          ’ 

                                                      ’ 

 

There are other forms where V2 is deleted. 

 

(2)                           daran                 u   ,               ’ 

       ro                                               / x            ’ 

       ta                                                ’ 

                                                           ’ 

 

A   u u  ’  (1992:5)                                 u            .H       

 

                                                        , this phonological  

                           Phenomenon operates in    u                   .” 
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Despite the inexplicable mode of operation, all monosyllabic verbs in the language, with the 

exception of /  / apparently induce deletion when they enter into a grammatical construction 

involving a noun that begins with a vowel. Rather than induce deletion, /  / permits 

assimilation, another very robust phonological process in the language. 

       

The present paper offers an explanation that appears to resolve the strange behaviour of /  / 

among all the monosyllabic verbs in the language by presenting an analysis from a 

dialectological perspective.              u                    ,                              

                        -               u ,(Akinkugbe 1978,Oyelaran 1976, Awobuluyi 

1989, Adeniyi 2005). 

  

This paper argues that the ve   /  / has a longer form, which appears to be an older form, and 

which permits deletion rather than assimilation in some regional dialects of the     u   .     

   u        ,/  / ,which is found in the standard dialect ,and in many of the regional dialect 

permits assimilation rather than deletion. As contained in Abiodun (2010),a case of 

monosyllabic verbs permitting assimilation rather than deletion is not limited to          /  /,it 

is found in other structures where monosyllabic verbs collocate with lexical items that have 

undergone lexical reduction or deletion of a syllable, e.g 

                                                     u   ’ 

    n                       n  n                ’ 

  

This paper                              .                          u                x          

   u              ,              x                                                              

                                          . Section three focuses on the behaviour of /    /    

                                             . Section four is a general discussion explaining 

the apparent reason why /    / permits assimilation in the standard dialect .Section five 

describes unresolved issue as far as assimilation in the language is concerned and section six 

concludes the paper. 

 

Assimilation and Deletion in Yoruba 

 

           u                                      u                                 

deletion in the Yoruba language.Bamgbose(1965,1989), Oyelaran(1972) Awobuluyi (1982) 

Awoyale(1985),Pulleyblank and Orie (2002), Abiodun(2000), and a great number of scholars 

have discussed very extensively the manifestation of assimilation ,while others that include 

the scholars mentioned already and ot                (1986),Abiodun (2005) have described 

deletion. These processes occur mostly when two vowels are juxtaposed across morpheme or 

word boundary. Some structures permit deletion while some permit assimilation, (Awoyale 

1986). These processes also occur when vowels become juxtaposed as a result of consonant 

deletion in a lexical item or across a morpheme or word boundary (Abiodun2010). 

       

One very important point that we wish to draw attention to here is that there is variation in the 

operation of these processes across the dialects of      . This is not unexpected because 

language scholars, among them Rickford(2002), Syal and Jindal (2007) and 

McGregor(2009), have demonstrated that dialects of a language often exhibit variation at the 

lexical, phonological and                   .            u         ars that include 

Akinkugbe(1978), A   u     (1967), Awobuluyi(1992,1998 ) and Olumuyiwa (1997)      

                                x    ,                                 u  u             . 
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For the purpose of this research, we present few examples of variation in the areas of 

assimilation and deletion. Oyebade (1995) shows that in the standard dialect of Yoruba, the 

underlying forms in below undergo both assimilation and deletion processes as shown below. 

(3)                                                                      truth 

                                                         ashes 

                                                                  charcoal 

                                                 dirt 

                                              tripod stand 

However, Olatunde (2009) and Oladeji (2014) demonstrate that the items do not undergo any 

                             ,                       .         u (2 1 )                 

                u                                                   dialect. 

 

Another area of difference is in the deletion of /i/. A large number of works report that /i/ is 

almost always deleted when it is juxtaposed with another vowel across word or morpheme 

boundary in the stan                      , (Bamgbose 1965, Badejo 1986, and 

Pulleyblank1988). However, in some examples where this vowel /i/ gets deleted in the 

               ,            u                                   , e.g. 

 

( )                                                                           /               

                                                                                  ’ 

            ra                                                                                    u      ’ 

             ji                                                                                               ’ 

             ki                                                                                            ’ 

                                                                                                         (   )    ’ 

Another piece of data that show variation is the assimilation process reported in bisyllabic 

verb and noun construction in the standard dialect (Pulleyblank and Orie 2002). These 

scholars provide the following examples, (p 103). 

(5)                                                  for         ’ 

                                                                                           ’ 

                                                                               u    ’ 

                                                                      u       u     ’ 

                                                                            ’ 

                                                                              (    )          ’ 

Whereas these items undergo assimilation process in the standard dialect, Ilesanmi(2011) 

reports that the items do not undergo assimilation or deletion in                             s 

         . Owojaiye (2012)and Olatunde (2016), however, report that in bisyllabic 

verb+noun construction as in (5) above, vowels undergo assimilation across morpheme 

boundary in fast speech, but do not undergo any process in slow speech           ,       

          dialects. Consider the following examples from taken from Olatunde (2016) 

(6)                                                   complete prison service’ 

                     s                                                  ’ 

                                                                   /        ’ 

                                                                                        ’ 

                                                                                ’ 

A    u                        u                     ,                  x                       

phonological level, particularly in relation to deletion and assimilation. The variation, as 

would be seen later in this paper, is relevant to the findings in this paper. 
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The Greeting Verb /    / 

       

                                                    . A    u (2   )                          

              eting forms  recognizes the /    /  form as the most prominent of the greeting 

     . H             one hears it every day, everywhe                 ” (  5). As already 

mentioned above, /    / is the only monosyllabic verb that permits assimilation in a verb + 

noun construction, other verbs permit deletion. Awoyale(1985:5) remarks to the effect that  

                             

                            The   behaviour of the greeting verb    is inexplicable. 

                             It is the only mono-syllabic verb that does not induce elision 

                             at this boundary(V1#V2 in a verb + noun construction). 

To support the claim that it does not induce elision but assimilation, we present the examples 

in (7) below: 

 (7)                                            u                      r              ’     

                         k                                                          ’  

  k                                                  ’ 

  k                                                                       ’ 

   k                                                    ’ 

   k                                                ’  

                                                                                    u     ’  

                                                           ’ 

                                                                        ’   

                                                            ’ 

                                                                            ’ 

                                                                                         u   ’   

We observe a progressive assimilation in cases where the vowel of the noun is /i/ but 

regressive assimilation in cases where the noun begins with vowel other than/i/.Scholars have 

claimed that in a  construction that permit assimilation, vowel /i/ invariably assimilates the 

feature of the                              …V1#V2… construction, (Awobuluyi 1982,1992). 

Similarly /u/ assimilates the feature of any vowel after it. 

  

There is a paradox as far as the assimilation described in this section is concerned. Our 

research shows that in the standard dialect the verb fails to induce assimilation (or deletion) 

where vowels other than /i/ and /a/ occur in the initial position of the following noun .This 

observation is captured in the data below: 

8)                                                      ’ 

                     ebi                     u    ’ 

         u         ewu          u       ’ 

                                        u              ’ 

                                               u               ’ 

                                                  u        u   ’ 

                                                             ’ 

                                                        ’ 

                                  ’ 

                     orire                    u      ’ 

                                               ’ 

                          greeting during             ’ 

                                                    u    ’ 

One wonders why the examples in (8)   fail to undergo assimilation. When one compares the 

examples in (8) with the examples in (7) above, one gains the impression that /    / permits 
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assimilation only when the following vowel is either /i/ or /a/. The case of /i/ may be argued 

on the ground that the vowel (/i/) in the Yoruba language behaves unpredictably. This 

explainsPulley     ’  (1988:233)                                                

               Vowel /i/ in this language is singled out either as the only 

                          vowel that undergo certain rules or as the only vowel that  

                                     ” 

The case of /a/ deserves attention; there is need to investigate whether   /a/ behaves like /i/ in 

other constructions or whether the case of assimilation of /a/ in (7) is accidental. More will be 

said on this in section 6 of this work. 

  

While it is true that assimilation does not occur in example (8) going by available data in the 

standard dialect, we found, however, that the examples undergo assimilation in      ,        

            dialects          . This further confirms the issue of variation                     

                                              . 

 

                                    
 

      (      )                                    -           .                          u      

   ,     ,                     (Ak   u    19 8,A   u    1967,Awobuluyi 1998, Adeniyi  

2005). The North-                                              ,                             

               u                      u       ”. 

 

     , the dialect in focus in this paper is spoken in         ,    -    ,   -   ,       , 

A      -     ,       ,     ,      ,   ,      -                               u      . In this 

dialect, the greeting verb alte               /    / and /    /. We found that our language 

                                                           u    /    /             .      

               u      /  / found in the speech of the younger generation, arguing that the use 

is a bastardization of the dialect. The younger generation between t                       x   

                u                          le, use /     / when greeting older people, but 

use /  / when relating with their contemporaries. The                                        

         /    / is the focus of the research. 

                                : 

(9) a.                                                                    C        ’ 

       k                      sallah                          u                 

                             k                                                  u      u                ’ 

                              k                                                u                     ’ 

 

b.                                                                                                  ’ 

                                                                                      ’ 

              u                                                           u     ’ 

                                                        u              ’ 

                                                                                 ’ 

 

c.                                                                                   ’ 

                                                                                u   ’   

                                                                       ’ 

                                                            u               ’ 

                                                                  u              ’ 

                                eji                                                                      ’ 

          ewu                  u                   greeting for escaping disaster ’ 
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          egidi                                               u           u        ’ 

            u                                              ’ 

                                                                                  ’ 

 

Items in (9a) contains borrowed words with a prosthetic vowel/i/ , those in (9b) are nouns that  

begins with /i/ , while those in (9c) begin with vowels other than /i/. A regular pattern is the 

deletion of /i/ that ends the greeting verb. The deletion process is captured in the rule: 

 

(10)       + syll 

             +              Ø                    #       +      

 

The rule predicts that /i/ is invariably deleted when it precedes another vowel across a word 

boundary. 

 

General Discussion 
     

Our focus in this paper, to remind the readers, is to explain the inexplicable behaviour of /    

/                                                  u   . Whereas other monosyllabic verbs 

induce deletion, /    / induces assimilation. The presentation so far shows that the greeting 

                            .          /    / found in Y                          /    / 

found in standard dialect and some of the regional dialects of the language. 

    In our opinion, the behaviour of /    /                                    u                     

          .                                        /    /,            u                   . 

Lexical reduction through the deletion of a segment or a syllable is common in language, and 

Y                 x       . Scholars have illustrated this with the following examples, 

(11a )                        ’ 

                           /     ’ 

                           u  ’ 

                            ’ 

                                         ’ 

 

 .                                                        u  ’ 

                                                          ’ 

                                                           ’ 

                                                             ’ 

                                                                   ’ 

 

 c.                                                            very stupid 

          n           u                              very sweet 

         ga                                               very tall 

 

d.      gbe                                          put it there 

         da                                                    free it 

          ko                                            put (them) outside 

 

We notice the deletion of /r/ in (11a) resulting in the reduction of the items, we notice also the 

deletion of the first constant in each of the items in (11b). In (11c) the initial consonant of the 

word after the verb is deleted, and in (11d), a whole syllable is deleted. We notice tone 

realignment in 11c, d, but this will not be discussed because it is not relevant to the deletion/ 

and assimilation processes in focus in this paper. The very important point we wish to draw 
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attention to is the assimilation process that follows the deletion in (11b,c,d). It appears, based 

on the examples above                     /    / ,                                 u         

        /  /, and like the examples assimilation follows as shown below: 

(12)                                       

           k                            u     

                                                 s the longer form of the greeting verb and 

permits deletion, the standard dialect and many other dialects of the language retain the 

reduced form, and rather than deletion, assimilation is manifested. We wish to remind our 

readers once again that phonologic                  u                                .  

 

Unresolved Issue 
        

            u             3                                                                  , 

assimilation fails                               u               /  /                        

   -      /        /.             u ,        ,                                    ,           

        dialects. This further points           u              ,                       . 

         

It is important to draw attention to the examples in (11d) where assimilation occurs after 

deletion of a syllable,        

    gbe                                  

     da                                      

  

Examples like this were used to ex                                  / u/                        

             . H      ,  u                                             –              /  / in 

the standard dialect, assimilation also fails to apply when the verb in (11d) is followed by a 

nou                        -                            /  /. e.g 

(13)                                         *gbeeke/gb     

                                                                    /       

       ko     po                            /      

      mu                    u          uu   /      

                     n                      n                  /        n 

  

The question that agitates the mind is why assimilation fails when the vowel of the noun after 

the verb is a mid-vowel both in the case of /ku/ and the verbs in (13). Even the verb has 

vowel /i/ the process does not occur as shown in (14) below.  

(14)         odo     t   odo                          *tiido/tooodo 

 si    oke            k                      /      

 fi     nu               nu           u/     nu 

 

The non-application of assimilation in (13) and (14) above deserves a thorough investing that 

is beyond the present paper. Further research, the authors believe, would help us in getting a 

clearer understanding as to why the mid-vowels fail to undergo assimilation.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

We                              x                                  u     /  /          . We 

argue that the verb is a reduced form of an older form (/    /)   u                   . Since 

lexical reduction is more common in languages than lexical extension,                   

         /  / as the older form. The paper further argues that the assimilation process is as a 

result of its reduced form. The paper anchors this position on available evidence in the 
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Yoruba language that assimilation occurs in other cases where lexical reduction or syllable 

deletion occurs. It is important to remark that there is an issue that deserves further 

investigation in the assimilation process involving /    /. The verb fails to induce deletion 

where the following vowel that follows the verb is a mid-vowel. There is need to find out 

why only the high and the low vowels /i, a/ undergo assimilation. 
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