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ABSTRACT

The paper adopted a descriptive approach to examine the impacts of virtual classrooms on
students’ learning. Virtual classrooms are technologically-driven classrooms that support
self-directed and self-regulated learning. The study was carried out in two federal and two
state universities in the South-East zone of Nigeria. Four research questions and four
hypotheses guided the study. The sample comprised of 280 federal university students and
226 state university students given a total sample of 506 respondents. Stratified random
sampling due to ownership (federal and state) was used. Other sample techniques used were;
those students who have been involved in online programmes recently and those currently in
the programme. Students’ consent was also sought before the selection. The instrument was
validated. Internal consistency was computed using Cronbach alpha for the four sections, thus;
Section A = 0.80; Section B = 0.83; Section C = 0.79; and Section D = 0.85. The instrument
was administered and data collected. The data collected were analysed using means for
research questions and independent sample t-test to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of
significance. The results showed among others that virtual classrooms have positive impacts
on the students of federal and state universities, they reported positively on their continued
support and preparedness for virtual classrooms. Based on the findings, the recommendation
were that many more students should be made to be more aware of the impacts of the virtual
classrooms. They should also be motivated to be participating more in virtual classrooms.
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