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ABSTRACT 

 

Leif Edvinsson introduced the intellectual capital in his 1997 Long Range Planning journal 

article. 2017 marks 20 years since that article. This anniversary had motivated us to review 

the state of research on intellectual capital, to highlight a number of research questions 

pertaining to country, institutional and individual productivity, publication frequency, and 

favorite inquiry methods were proposed. To this end, we reviewed 372 articles published in 

business, management and accounting journals in the period 1997-2011.the findings of this 

literature review are presented in three part. First, the reviewed articles are categorized by 

topics, research settings, and research method. Second, the contributions of research to the 

field and the lessons learned from these studies are discussed. Third, knowledge gaps in 

existing intellectual capital research are identified, leading to consideration of several ideas 

for future research. 
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