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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the different ways university students use their
smartphones to improve upon learning. The study used 700 students and collected data on
their phone use patterns during class as well as their conscious effort to use phones to learn.
At the end of the study, the researchers found an insignificant negative correlation between
the amount of time spent on the phone and students’ grade. Second, there was a significant
positive correlation between the amount of time spent on the phone and the amount of money
spent weekly on the phone. Third, the study revealed that 92% of university students were
more likely to spend ten Ghana Cedis (about $2) or less every week on their phones in buying
either credit for calls and SMS or data for internet access. Finally, there were significant
correlations between phone use during class and phone use for learning; and phone use for
learning and phone use constraints. The implications for practice are discussed.
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