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ABSTRACT

The essay first introduces few critics’ views on Wuthering Heights ranging from quite negative
reception of the novel to those that find the work an open-ended masterpiece. We then go on
to examine its two key characters, Heathcliff and Catherine, pointing out first what seem to be
their down-to-this earth personalities as exhibited in their youth. The discussion extends to
examining Heathcliff as a symbol of nature and his dogs. The essay then examines the
metamorphosis of Catherine and Heathcliff into spiritual symbols whose meanings extend into
examination of very many facets of life. This is followed by their assumption of a peculiar
“religion” of their own and their “journey to heaven” at their death. We conclude the essay
with few critics’ views on why critics should never “tie up” the novel with a fixed ‘single
meaning’ to it instead of leaving it as it is: open-ended.
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